TRAVELLING AROUND
Luxury a Thai that binds

Rama Gaind checks into a simply super urban resort

‘ ‘ he greatest
achiievement
twas al first and
for a time a
dreaim, The oak sleeps
in the acorn; the bird waits in the
eqo, and in the ighest vision of
the sonl a waking angel stivs.
Dirennis are the seedlings of real
ities."—Jaomes Allen

Il was a briel encounter, an
untailored discussion, bul one
that left an indelible mark. There
was no refufing the fact thai
Jason M, Friedman, general
manager of Thailand’s newest
bouligque accommadiation gem, is
a consumnute luxury holelier

He wiss aware that expecta-
tions of high standards for hotel
accommodation in Bangkok
would further escalate with the
opening of ‘his” brand now holel

The Siam — in June,

Abtaining a totally new level of
sophistication, the “super luxury
resort’ on the stunning Chao
Phrayva River i i the historie
Duisil district.

Paramound is Mr Friedman’s

desire (o make
. The Siam the
SN WARY “most
falked about hotel on the planet™.
He has a clear-cul vision: a desire
to “make our guests’ experiences
the best possible”.

His boundless energy, enthu-
alasm, infegrity and drive are
palpable, but this passionale man-
ager also thrives on suecess. His
winning sirealk was displaved
alter he was chosen by the owners
of Qualia on Hamilton [sland to
open the island’s frst luxurious
retreal in 2007 that has sinee gar-
nered a plethora of aceolades.

Whal’s more, Mr Fricdman’s
determination to accomplish
and trivmph - is equally matched
by the foresight ol the Sukosol
Family fondly dubbed the ‘muasical

hoteliers” of Thailanc,

They are a multi-lingual, multi-
tasking, mulii-skilled, multi-talent-
el husiness dvnasty. The Sukosols
have an inimitable philosophy:
“sinee our illustrious leader, Ka-
mala, started i all 30 vears ago.
wir have sojourned in a smorgas-
hord of establishments: from ho-
mey ahodes to private palaces.
What inspirc us most is the per-
feel balanee of individuality, gra-
cious serviee, cultural charm and
a sense of serendipity, And we
believe you will find that right
here with us at The Siam.”

Designed by internationally
acclaimed architect Bill Bensley,
The Siam is the Kingdom’'s “super
urban luxury resort™ that features
A9 apacious suites and intimately
private pool villas with open-air
roof ferraces.

This i= an arl deco-inspired,
antigue-infused masterpiece with
a history thal “incorporates four
traditional Thai tealowood honses
soureed by silk veooen, Jim
Thompson, and socialite owner,
Connie Mangskau™.

“We are debutling Bangkok's
very first pool villas (11 of them)
and the hotel world's premier,
lnxury Muoay Thai gym!™

You will relish the exclusivity of
thi= destination and rejoice in the
wide array of amenities including
library einemi, infinily pool, con-
servalory, restauranit s, har, tea
house, spa, beauty salon and cook-
ing school, Chon.

All rooms are fifted with plush
[urnishings, super-sized King heds
and lofty ceilings. Each suile is
individually designed with origi-
nal turn-of-the-century oriental
artwork and antigquities and is
catered for by a personal butler,

The striking property with
bilack, white and grey décor sils on
more than a hectare of verdanl
river frontage, with distinetive

rooms thai are spacious, Irom
hetween Sisqm Lo 160sgm.,

My Friedman elaborated: “This
i= by far the most exeiling project
for Bangkok, where there is ad-
mittedly an overload of five-atar
chain business hotels and wan-
nabhe houtique’ properties plus
plenty of cole and cosy B&ks, ol
nobody has donc what we're do-
ing: catering to the ulira-luxury
leisure markel and turning the
Bangkok experience on its head
through archilecture, design, arl
and antiguities, health and well-
ness plus location™.

An irresistible array of bespoke
cultural amusements await you at
this resort: explore Bangkok by
bt From the privale pier; in-
dulge in pampering in the 100%
chemical- free spa and hammam-
inapired bath house; explore the
grounds and discover a veritable
freasure trove of curios; or simp-
Iy unwine with a sunsel coclkiail
At the riverfront bar

This boutigue gem nestles
among the capital’s historical
palaces, temples and musenms.

Together with Qualia, Mr
Friedman, 40, has honed his
falents ail some of the world's
most unique boutigue properiics
and luxurions five-star establish-
ments including Ralles (Singa-
pored, Hotel Le Royval (Cambo-
diak, Amandari (Bali) and Four
Seasons (Chiang Mai and Chiang
Rai).

With a slew ol awards to his
nama, he was not satisfied with
simply running award-winning
hotels, Mr Friedman decided o
tale time oul 1o research some of
the world's mast inspiving places
tostay and indulge his personal
passions: globetroltiing, elephant
polo, sailing and scuba diving.

Rama Gaind was a guest of the
Tourism Authority of Thailand,
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